
Debora Lake Receives National 
Spirit of Alliance Award
Some are graduation pictures with beaming 
smiles in a cap and gown. Some have a 
proud mom holding her adorable chubby-
cheeked baby. But the one thing every 
picture has in common is that it repre-
sents a young person who found suc-
cess because of Debora. For over 30 
years Debora has helped the home-
less and at-risk youth in our Step-
pingstone program learn the skills 
necessary to achieve independent 
living. Whether it’s explaining the 
importance of budgeting, teaching 
proper interview etiquette, or help-
ing youth grow in self-respect and 
confidence, Debora has changed 
hundreds of lives. 

One life was Selena Vaughn, a former 
client in the Steppingstone program 
and now an ECH board member. 
Selena wrote the words below to nominate 
Debora for the national Spirit of Alliance 
Award. This award is presented by the Alliance 
for Strong Families and Communities, which is 
a national organization of which ECH is a member. 
The award recognizes an individual’s direct service to 
clients, commitment to her organization, and dedicated 
service to children, families, and communities. Debora dedicated 
her award to all the resilient youth in Steppingstone.

“Growing up in foster care you are often labeled from the 
start, and there aren’t very many people who are will-

ing to look beyond your circumstances and recognize 
that you have the potential to be more than just a 

case number or another child/teen in their program; 
that you, in spite of your circumstances, have the 
ability to succeed and that all you need is support, 
guidance, and someone who genuinely cares. 
This is Debora Lake.”

Last October Debora flew to Pittsburgh to accept her 
award . . . and who was there to surprise her? Selena! 

There is no one more deserving than Debora, and the 
ECH staff was thrilled to plan a surprise party to 

congratulate Debora on her much-deserved award!
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The boys in Ms. Mac’s high school classroom (grades 8-12) 
are voracious readers! They have read through all the books in 
the ECH school library, and they are looking for more! Here are 
a few of the books and authors they are looking to read next. If 
you would like to donate books to encourage our young readers, 
please call the Development Office at 314-427-3755.

• The Percy Jackson series by Rick Riordan
• The Heroes of Olympus series by Rick Riordan
• How to Train Your Dragon series by Cressida Cowell
• Alex Rider series by Anthony Horowitz
• Gate Keeper’s series by Anthony Horowitz
• The Teen Titan Comic Book Series
• Harry Potter series by JK Rowling

Help Encourage  
Our Eager Readers!

The ECH School works with 
many kids in a variety of 
stages in their education

For Stan, an 18-year-old with mental illness and 
learning deficiencies in the senior high class, school 
has been difficult. When Stan first started at the ECH 
School, there would be days he wouldn’t even get on 
the bus in the morning. He lived with his grandmother 
and sister and refused to leave the house. Stan is a 
tall, strong young man, so his grandmother couldn’t 
really do much to get him to school. Staff took the time 
to work with Stan and help him get to school.

When at school, Stan would often have to walk around 
the halls in order to calm down. He was put in an 
afterschool program at ECH to help him complete his 
homework. Eventually, Stan began to fit in. He is now 
able to do his homework at home, he willingly gets on 
the bus, and he is able to talk to his teachers if some-
thing is bothering him.

Just recently, Stan visited Ms. Clark, the director 
of education at ECH, to ask if he could stay at ECH 
School and get his certification. He said he felt as if he 
was learning a lot and he had friends at ECH, which is 
something he never had at other schools. After check-
ing with everyone, Ms. Clark agreed to let Stan remain 
at ECH and not transition to a school in the community. 
He was overjoyed and is already planning his graduation 
party with his classmates and his teachers.

>
Students Celebrate Black 
& Women’s History Month
The ECH School celebrated Black History and Women’s 

History month together this year. Each class was challenged 

with the task of decorating their door with information 

about black women who are making a contribution. Each 

door was judged by the Student Council and awards were 

given to each class at the last SOAR (Student Outstanding 

Achievement Recognition) Awards.
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As the CEO of Every Child’s Hope, it is sometimes easy to overly focus on the 
daily grind of the complex business functions, contractual obliga-

tions, strategy directions, and numerous organizational chal-
lenges that we face in order to deliver high-quality services 

to children and families. 

In the last several years ECH has intentionally ex-
panded our community-based service array to 
increase our positive impact and footprint in the 
various communities we serve. We are chal-
lenged as an organization to ensure that the left 
hand knows what the right hand is doing and 
that we are all moving in the same direction to 
meet the ever-increasing needs of the clients 
we are called to serve. If we aren’t careful, we 
can sometimes lose sight of the real reason we 

do what we do every day.

Recently, I had an experience that compelled me to 
reflect on this very important dynamic. I had just re-

turned from some time away from the office and was go-
ing through my mail. The very first piece of mail I spotted was 

handwritten and addressed to me as the CEO. 

The letter was written by a young lady in our St. Louis Steppingstone Program, 
which is a service designed to assist older youth (frequently homeless) to learn life 
skills in order to eventually live successfully in the community. The following is an 
excerpt from that letter:

I am writing this letter to let you know that I am so grateful and thankful 
for this program. I could not be happier to be a part of it.

I am 18 and have a one year old son. I have been in this program since 
January of 2013. 

I have been living in an on campus apartment (which I love) and recently 
moved off campus in an apartment which I love! I feel so blessed to be part 
of this program. 

I believe that this program gives people a second chance and hope that every-
thing will be okay. 

I might not have it all and I am not rich, but I am so happy that I have 
a home to call my own. I just love this program and am so grateful and 
thankful to be part of this fairytale.  

Well, I will admit that reading this letter and understanding the powerful impact of 
ECH’s mission to assist others to reach their potential and fulfill hopes and dreams 
made me a little teary-eyed. It is a reminder to all of us who work at ECH and those 
who support us that we can make a real difference in the lives of others. 

This young lady is currently working toward a nursing degree and has the chance to 
have it all and be rich in ways that she might not have ever been able to imagine. I 
am proud that ECH is part of giving her opportunities and best of all, hope. 

This is why we do what we do every day! 

Chief Executive Officer, Every Child’s Hope

The Board of Directors
Shari Smith, President
E. David Viehmann, Vice President
Paul Flynn, Treasurer
Stephen R. Schroeder, Assistant Treasurer
Dennis B. Mertz, Corporate Secretary
Oliver A. Berwin, Jr., President Emeritus
James L. Brooks, Vice President Emeritus
Regina Berwin
Robert H. Branom
Jeremy Fettig
Gerhard K. Glassl
Ron Hail
Alan Hautly
Gail Saxton
Susan Shelton
Lucille Smith
Selena Vaughn
Annie L. Williams
Dr. Rober Baur, Executive 
    Director Emeritus
David R. Frensley, Director Emeritus
James W. Smith, Director Emeritus
Robert Becker, Director Emeritus

Administrative Staff
Michael P. Brennan, CEO
Duane L. Lewis, COO
Lynn Durbin, Kansas City Steppingstone Director
Eve Dyson, Family Connections Director
Sharon Fenoglio, CFRE, Development Director
Betty Markowski, Business Operations Director
Sharon L. Veit, St. Louis Operations  Director

ECH Every Child’s Hope
St. Louis (314) 427-3755 
www.everychildshope.org
Kansas City (816) 356-0187 
www.steppingstonekc.org

ECH Every Child’s Hope is a private not-for-profit hildcare 
agency, voluntarily affiliated with the Council for Health 
and Human Services Ministries related to the United 
Church of Christ. ECH EveryChild’s Hope adheres to 
Federal and State laws which prohibit discrimination in 
the delivery of services on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, age, sex, handicap/disability or religious belief.

Member of: Missouri Coalition of Children’s Agencies 
(MCCA), Child Welfare League of America 
Approved by:  Charities Committee, 
Chamber of Commerce of Metropolitan St. Louis
Founding Member of: The Missouri Alliance for 
Children and Families

ECH Every Child’s Hope is not a United Way Agency.
Follow us on:

Part of a Fairytale:  The Impact of 
ECH For One Brave Young Woman
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{IN MEMORY OF}

Elizabeth Ackmann
Ms. Martha A. Ackmann

Florenze Ackmann
Ms. Martha A. Ackmann

Rose Albrecht
Mr. and Mrs. Christian K. Albrecht

Lillian Allemann
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Allemann

Tim Alloway
Mr. and Mrs. Curtis Stephens

Norman J. Ameling
Mr. and Mrs. Kirk V. Light

Wes Ames
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Headrick

Rev. Stanley Anderson
Mrs. Eunice Anderson

William L. Anthony
Ms. Kathleen Bowling

Raymond and Arleen Aumann
Mr. and Mrs. Ray Aumann, Jr.

Gabriele Barrett
Mrs. Diana Kurth

Henry & Ruth Barth
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Cooper
Dr. and Mrs. Maury Stern
Ms. Charlesta Zekert

Wilbur Beckemeier
Mrs. Clarice Beckemeier

Ted and Ruth Behle
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Behle

Rev. Bill Behr
Mrs. Velma M. Willis

Raymond Beiter
Mrs. Wilma Beiter

Henry Bessie
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Bessie

Mr. and Mrs. Wilbert Best
Mr. and Mrs. David P. Edmonds

C. Howell Bischoff
Angie Clark

Floyd H. Boemler
Mrs. Loretta Boemler

Laura May Boemler
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Schrader
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Self

Edward C. Boll
Mr. and Mrs. David E. Boll

Vera A. Borgman
Mr. Lester Borgman

Marjorie Borgmann
Miss Ellamay J. Rall

Carole M. Borts
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Frank

Helen Brandenburg Barks
Dr. and Mrs. Robert A. Baur
Ms. Marsha Bright
Dr. and Mrs. Bernard B. Davis

Benard J. Brandon
Mrs. Jane Bodine

Leslie Clark
Mr. and Mrs. Allen H. Burgess, Jr.

David Combrevis
Ms. Vivian Helwig

Betty Jean Conrad
Mr. Alfred Conrad

Rev. Sheryl Cross
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn E. Cordes

John Daub
Mrs. Marcella Daub

Shirley M. Dauster
Mr. Alfred Dauster

Jeffrey S. Decker
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Decker

Ronald Dennert
Mrs. Judy L. Dennert

Anna, William, Phillip and  
Carl Dettleff
Mrs. Vera G. Goessling

Lane Dierberg
Mr. and Mrs. Calvin Dierberg

Carol Dill
Mr. and Mrs. David F. Buhr
Herb and Kathie Dill
Tom and Jane Dill
Mr. Warren Dill
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph F. Dorsten
Thomas Downey
Mr. Richard H. Witte

Clem Doza
Mrs. Dolores R. Doza

Susan H. Eberle
Stephen Schroeder

John Effinger
Mrs. Clarice Beckemeier

Marie Egi
Mrs. Diana Kurth

Betty Eldridge
Bob and Sharon Crostic
Ms. Darlene Duke
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Schrader
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Self
The Family of Betty Eldridge – 
Children, Grandchildren and 
Great-Grandchildren
Ngo Tuy Trang

Elmer Bischoff Ernst, Jr.
Mrs. Dorothy Vallat Ernst

Sean Thomas Fairless
Anonymous

Family
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Graham

Alma Fleeman
Mrs. Evelyn A. Evans

Hazel Frazier
Ms. Marilyn Meyer

Otto A. and Lillian L. Friemel
Mrs. Joan Nienhaus

Mary Anne Gallagher
Ms. Lucy P. Eades
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Gaertner
Gatesworth Resident’s Association
Josh and Kim Smith
Ms. Linda VonAllmen

Marjorie Garrison
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Shapiro

John and Anna Gillnam
Mrs. Nancee Miller
Ms. Joyce O. Rhodes

Ralph Gladden, Jr.
Mrs. Gladys Gladden

Ralph Gladden, Sr.
Mrs. Gladys Gladden

Richard, David and Lisa 
Goessling
Mrs. Vera G. Goessling

Roberta “Berta” Goetsch
Rev. and Mrs. Jack Aregood
Dr. and Mrs. Robert A. Baur
Mr. William L. Goetsch

Eugene Gonzenbach
Mrs. Ellen J. Gonzenbach

Robert T. Gray
Mrs. Harriett Gray

Christine Groene
Mr. Allen Holtman

Rev. and Mrs. Robert 
Grunewald
Mr. Peter A. Horton

Ethel Guebert
Mrs. Clarice Beckemeier

Natalie Hagan
Mrs. Vera G. Goessling

Hager & Scrivner Family
Mrs. Gladys Scrivner

Kathleen “Kit” Hanlon
Mrs. Bette Clark
Dr. William W. Sullivan and 
Mrs. Arlene Murphy M Sullivan

Mr. and Mrs. Victor Hauck
Mrs. Shirley Brethauer

Jeanne Marie Heck
Don and Cindy Koehler

Henry Heier
Ms. Barbara Larson

Alma & Victor Heinrich
Mrs. Gladys Gladden

Elmer and Edna Holmes
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Holmes

Marrian Hrin
Mr. Steve Hrin

Barbara J. Huddleston
Ms. Mary Jo Halsema

Ed and Jackie Juengel
Mr. and Mrs. John R. Heath

Louise Kappelmann
Mr. and Mrs. Dwight Guerrant

Mayme Puls Kemper
Mrs. Marie Martin

MEMORIALS & Tributes : 6/26/14 – 2/28/15
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{IN MEMORY OF}

Helena Kies Blattner
Terry and Dorinda Abbott 

Charles E. Kies
Mrs. Janet Kies

Joan Kirchoff
Mr. and Mrs. Bryan Kendall

Georgia Klable
Ms. Judith Dehner

Art Klasing
Ms. Carolyn J. Rock

Norma P. Koerner
Miss Ellamay J. Rall

Raymond H. Kreienheder
Mr. Gary Kreienheder
Mrs. Margaret Kreienheder

Elaine Krey
Mr. Charles A. Hoker

Elizabeth A. Kruse
Mr. and Mrs. Al Perry

Henrietta Kuhn
Mr. and Mrs. William E. Hasten

Earl Kundert
Mr. and Mrs. Cecil L. McLard

Cheryl Lynn Leber
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Hogan

Melvin Lichte
Mrs. Alberta Lichte

William and Mary Linstroth
Ms. Mary L. Zeltmann

Vicky Lloyd
Mrs. Edith Grunwald

Loved Ones
Mr. and Mrs. William Becker
Mrs. Anita J. Franke
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Graham
Ms. Karen Homyk
Mrs. Juanita Muck
Schweisguth/Buddo Family
Mr. Edward Stuermann

Leonard Lueken
Mrs. Doris Lueken

Robert E. Mansfield
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Pisarkiewicz

Helen Maurer
Mr. and Mrs. H. R. Barghusen
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel L. DeVan
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn C. DeVan
Mr. James E. DeVan
Robert McQuitty
Mrs. Barbara J. McQuitty
Eugene R. Meyer
Mrs. Hilda Meyer

Richard L. Meyer
Mrs. Dianne R. Meyer

Dr. John L. Morris
Mr. Paul J. Morris

Mother
Ms. Carol Schulze

Albert Moyer
Mr. and Mrs. Charles J. Moyer

Verda Moyer Dieckmann
Mr. and Mrs. Charles J. Moyer

O. W. Muck, Jr.
Mrs. Gladys Gladden

Larry J. Mueller
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence W. Mueller

Harry Mumm, Jr.
Ms. Beth Bennett
Ms. Patricia Bunch
Ms. Kendra Fickenwirth
Jeffrey, Audrey, Erin and Olivia Mumm
Mr. Ronald Mumm
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Mumm
Ms. Louise Stauffer

Wilma Nations
Mrs. Jeanette Trippe

Marian Nichols
Mr. and Mrs. Allen Schmutzler

Jason Nolte
Mr. and Mrs. George E. Nolte

James O’Reilly
Mr. Kevin O’Reilly

Robert and Shirley O’Reilly
Mr. Kevin O’Reilly

Joseph Palank
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas F. Simon

Parents
Mrs. Barbara J. Mohr
Miss Ellamay J. Rall

Jewell Parr
Mr. Thomas A. Parr

Bertha Petersen
Ms. Kathleen L. Hardesty

Mike Porzelt
Beautiful Rooms LLC, Nancy Barrett
Mr. and Mrs. Mark R. Cyliax
Miss Debbie K. Fortman
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Horner
Mr. Steven L. Porzelt

Bob Porzelt
Mr. Steven L. Porzelt

Susie Potzmann
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn E. Cordes

Louise Radloff
Mrs. Mary Ann Grady

Lois & G.I. Rector
Mrs. Gladys Gladden

Rev. Tom Redmon
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Weber

Wilbur “Bill” Ring
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn E. Cordes

H. Delores Ringel
Mr. Henry Ringel

Ida Romeiser
Mr. Daniel L. Buschmeyer

Ray E. Ronecker, Jr.
Mrs. Carol J. Ronecker

Matthew Ross
Ms. Janice Fairless

Kenneth L. Rowley, Sr.
Mrs. Dorothy Rowley

Joshua Scott Rumley
St. Peter’s Friendship Guild,                   
Billings, MO

Bill Ruwwe
Mrs. Helen L. Ruwwe

Betty Sandstedt
Donna and Doug Travis

William and Elizabeth Sanker
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Sanker

Aurora C. Sass
Rev. and Mrs. William J. Sass

Robert Schaefer
Mrs. Sally Schaefer

Mary Jane Schemmer
Frederick Schemmer Family
Ms. Ruth Schemmer

Ralph W. Schmitt
Mrs. Eleanor Schmitt

Carl C. Schneider
Mrs. Joanne Schneider

Kenneth E. Schneider
Mrs. Connie Curran

Randy Schoene
Mrs. Marjorie Schoene

Barbara Schonaerts
Mike and Nancy Kelly

Brant Schroeder
Mr. and Mrs. Don McNutt

Garner D. Scott
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Scott

Bob Scrivner
Mrs. Gladys Scrivner

Lee W. Seidel
Mrs. Esther Seidel

Ruth Shapiro
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Shapiro

Rose Sieckmann Family
Mrs. Vera G. Goessling

Rev. Richard Simonson
Mrs. Florence M. Simonson

Mary Snofke
Mrs. Clarice Beckemeier

Mary Margaret Sproesser
Mr. and Mrs. David Paulton

Kaitlyn Grace Staiger
St. Peter’s Friendship Guild, 
Billings, MO

Della Steelman
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Staten

Esther Steinkamp Witbrodt
Mrs. Donna Alexander

Thomas Stewart
Mrs. Lynn Stewart

MEMORIALS & Tributes : 6/26/14 – 2/28/15
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Aubrey and Alice Stiles
Mrs. Sally Watts

Jack D. Stoops
Ms. Judith Weston

Lois Storch
Mr. and Mrs. Calvin Dierberg
Mrs. Betty Gschwind 

Elmer Struchtemeyer
Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Beckemeyer
Ms. Barbara Burnett
Mr. and Mrs. Ken Fleischmann
Mrs. Verna Holman
Mrs. Mary Radcliffe
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Riley
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Struchtemeyer
Switchboard of Miami, Inc.
Ms. Marsha D. Werning

Mr. and Mrs. F.A Sudholt
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence J. Horgan

Elsie Taylor
Ms. Stephanie L. Clark

Kay Thiele
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Thiele

Prof. and Mrs. B.F. Timmons
Mrs. Winifred Baker

Sara Valenti
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn E. Cordes

Frank Virga
Mrs. Arline Virga Rueweler

Florine Wagner
Mr. and Mrs. H. Richard Hantak

Clifton V. Watts
Mrs. Sally Watts

Bruce Wernecke
Mrs. Eunice Anderson

Francis Wernecke
Mrs. Eunice Anderson

Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Wernecke
Mrs. Eunice Anderson

Robert Wernecke
Mrs. Eunice Anderson

Rev. and Mrs. Wilmer Wernecke
Mrs. Eunice Anderson

Edward Williams
Mrs. Wendy Williams

Ben F. Willis
Mrs. Velma M. Willis

Irene A. Wind
Fenton Memorial Unit NO. 400

Louis Witte
Mrs. Phyllis Witte

Louise Wobus
Ms. Lauribeth S. Buck
Paul and Louise Wobus
Mrs. Kathy Saylor

Gerald D. Young
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Young

Mary Ellen Zell
St. Peter’s Friendship Guild,                 
Billings, MO

Eugene and Ruth Zeltmann
Ms. Mary L. Zeltmann

John L. Ziegenhein, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Alspach

Wintermeyer Memorials

Delphine Troy
Richard and Lois Love

Rev. Herbert and Henrietta 
Wintermeyer
Mrs. Mary Jo Martin
Mr. and Mrs. Clifford Woehrle

{IN HONOR OF}

Erica Abbett
Ms. Christina L. Hansen

Payton Agnew
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Quartuccio

Rev. Karen Aitkens Meaningful 
Ministry at Bethel UCC - KC
Mr. and Mrs. Don Eversmeyer

Elmer Allemann
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Allemann

Dr. and Mrs. Robert A. Baur
Amy Baur
Dana Hofer
Eli Hofer

Robert H. Branom, Jr.’s 50th 
Birthday
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Branom

Christmas
Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Puettmann

Sarah E. Deweese
Ms. Janice Mueller

Oliver D. Dressel
Ms. Joy Dressel and Mr. Bill Brinkhorst

ECH Staff
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Greco
Mrs. Betty J. Tope

Mr. and Mrs. Art Ehrhardt’s 60th          
Wedding Anniversary
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Koelling

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Eskina
Mrs. Gladys Gladden

Renee Ess and Family
Mr. and Mrs. James Streib

Family
Ms. Koren Kerr

Sharon Fenoglio
Dr. and Mrs. Bernard B. Davis

Meg Fitzgerald
Miss Carole Thompson

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas A. Gladden
Mrs. Gladys Gladden

Ralph and Gladys Gladden
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Gladden

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Gladden        
& Family
Mrs. Gladys Gladden

Paul and Jean Greenlaw
Anonymous

Harry and Clare Grupe’s 
Anniversary
Ms. Anna M. Rowden

Ruth E. Hart’s 90th Birthday
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Schrader
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Self

Mary E. Holbrook
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Ruhbeck

Clarence and Jane Holland
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Bruce

January Birthdays
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph B. Perks

Laura Kilcullin’s Birthday
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Pape

Jean Klasing’s Birthday
Miss Ann C. Klasing
Debora Lake Receiving Spirit of 
Alliance Award
Dr. and Mrs. Robert A. Baur

Pastor Polly McWilliams
Mr. and Mrs. William E. Hasten
Mrs. Cheryl Howard

Juanita Muck
Mrs. Gladys Gladden

Milton and Marilyn Reinert
Mr. and Mrs. Owen E. Reinert

Pastor Rick Riedel
St. Paul UCC Women’s Fellowship, 
Hermann, MO

Carl and Joanne Schneider
Mr. and Mrs. Brad Beck

Virginia Serb
Mr. and Mrs. H. Richard Hantak

Rev. Shane Spangler and 
Bethany Friends
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Spencer

St. John UCC Manchester 
Staff
Mrs. Cindy Boddy

St. Johns Evangelical UCC, 
Mehlville, MO
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Hornung

Autumn Stewart’s Birth
Mike and Nancy Kelly

The Early Childhood Special 
Education Staff of the Kirkwood 
Early Childhood Center
Mr. and Mrs. Myron Ury

Zion Kids, Zion UCC, Troy MO
Zion UCC Sunday School, 
Troy MO

George Zorn
Ms. Debbie A. Albers

MEMORIALS & Tributes : 6/26/14 – 2/28/15
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CASH
All Saints of North America

Allegiance Administrators

Alro Heating & Cooling

Amcon Municipal Concrete, LLC

American Auto Shield

American Direct Marketing Resources

Bank of America Merrill Lynch / Bank of 

America, N.A.

Bartoskewitz Farm Foundation

Beautiful Rooms LLC

Bremen Bank and Trust Company

Cardinals Care

Clifford and Diane Jones Foundation

David E. Thompson Construction     

   Co. Inc.

Elite Exteriors

Employees Community Fund of  

   Boeing St. Louis

Energizer Matching Gifts

Enterprise Rent-A-Car Foundation

Fenton Memorial Unit No. 400

Fischer-Bauer-Knirps Foundation

Fleet Reserve Association

Fredricksburg Cemetary Assn.

Gluttons Club

Hauck Charitable Foundation

Hautly Cheese Company, Inc.

Health and Senior Services

Henkel Company

Hinnah Farms

Huntleigh Bus

Interco Charitable Trust

International Brotherhood E

   lectrical Workers

John S. Swift Company, Inc.

Junior Service League of Independence

Kappa Phi Sorority

Kerber, Eck & Braeckel LLP

Ladies Aid, ECH

Len’s Auto Repair, Inc.

Liberty Mutual

Lockridge Cleaning Co.

Mailings Unlimited

Martha Washington Rebekah 

   No. 45100F

MasterCard International

McCarthy, Leonard & Kaemmerer, L.C.

Mepco Finance Corporation

Millsap & Singer, P.C.

Missouri State Employee 

   Charitable Campaign

Molitor & Biller CPA’S

Mutual of America

Paylink Payment Plans, LLC

Peters Painting

Pulaski Bank

ricAnello creative consortium, lc

Rich Hill Truck & Equipment Co., Inc.

Roman, Butler, Fullerton & Co.

Royale Orleans

Schroeder & Associates, PC

St. Louis Christmas Carols Assoc.

St. Louis Lodge No 5 I.O.O.F.

St. Louis Progressive Missionary Baptist 

District Association

St. Matthew Cemetery

Steppingstone Auxiliary

Stifel, Nicolaus & Company Inc.

STLM Realty, LLC

Strategic Technology Group

Sutter Plumbing Company, Inc.

Switchboard of Miami, Inc.

Truman Heartland Community 

   Foundation

United Car Care Inc.

Valued Pharmacy Services

Wal-Mart Foundation

Winkelmann Sons Drug Company

Zamzow Manfacturing Co., Inc.

IN KIND
Arcobasso Jewelers

Are We There Yet?, LLC

Bentley Studio, Ltd.

Billy G’s Kirkwood

Bloomers Florist

Brunswick Zone Lakeside

C J Muggs Restaurant

Cannoli’s

Crestwood Elk’s Lodge

Cugino’s

Deaver’s Sports Bar Restaurant

Doozles

Drury Hotels, LLC

Fairmount Park

First Bankers’ Banc Securities, Inc.

Fleet Reserve Association

Fortel’s Pizza Den

Funny Bone Comedy Club

Garden of Life Spiritual Center

Glazers

Gluttons Club

Graphics Central

Gus’ Pretzels

H & H Health Associates, Inc.

Helfer’s Pastries

Hendel’s Restaurant

Hodak’s Restaurant

Infinity Laser Hair Removal

J. Goeke Produce

Jiffy Lube/Hartland Automotive 

   Services, Inc.

John Bender Inc.

Kappa Phi Sorority

Kennelwood Pet Resorts

Ladies Aid, ECH

Lockridge Cleaning Co.

Magic House

Mastermind Vodka

Norfolk Southern Rail Road 

   Safety Committee

Progressive Waste Solutions

Pueblo Nuevo

Reece and Nichols

Reinhold Electric Inc.

Salon de Christe

Schlafly Beer

Schroeder & Associates, PC

Silver Dollar City

Six Flags

South County Senior Law & 

   Estate Planning Center

St. Catherine Retirement Community

St. Louis Blues

St. Louis Casa Loma Ballroom

St. Louis Christmas Carols 

   Association

St. Louis Rams - Community 

   Outreach/Donations

Steak ‘n Shake

Steppingstone Auxiliary

Sunworks Tanning Salon

The Cheesecake Factory 

   Bakery, Inc.

The Melting Pot Restaurant

The Pageant in the Loop

Thies Farm and Greenhouses

Valvoline Instant Oil Change

Vom Fass St. Louis

Wallis Companies

Walter Knoll Florist

Wedding Wonderland Cake Shop

Western Digital Foundation

Winkelmann Sons Drug 

   Company

Women’s Exchange

Zamzow Manfacturing Co., Inc.

CORPORATION & Foundation Giving
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Ron Hail joined the Board in 2011.
Hail is Co-Owner and Vice President of CRH 

Transportation, responsible for New Business 
Development Sales and Marketing. His 
knowledge as a small business owner has 
been a great asset to his Board leadership.  
As a committee member of our Golf 

Committee for more than thirteen years, 
Hail is dedicated to the mission of Every 

Child’s Hope.  In his free time Hail enjoys classic 
sports cars, flying, investing, and foreign travel.

Four New Board Members Appointed in 2014

Regina L. Berwin is no stranger to Every Child’s Hope. Her father, grandfather, 
and great-grandfather have all served on the Board before her. Berwin is President of 
Berwin Insurance Agency, Inc., an affiliate of CJ Thomas. Her knowledge of both the 
insurance industry and technology, along with her extensive volunteer fundraising
experiences will greatly benefit Board leadership. In her free time Berwin enjoys 
creative projects such as gardening and jewelry making, and always makes time for 
her family, friends and the various adventures life brings.

Jeremy Fettig is also no stranger to Every Child’s Hope, serving on the 
ECH Special Event Committee and new young friends group Hope for Tomorrow. 
Fettig is Vice President at Bremen Bank in St. Louis and brings an in-depth under-
standing of financial management and business acumen to the Board. An active 
member of Immanuel UCC, Fettig spends his free time with Jackie and their three 
beautiful children, Dylan, Quinn, and Logan.

Selena Vaughn, an IT Analyst at AT&T, is also a successful graduate from 
ECH’s Steppingstone program.  Vaughn has stayed involved with ECH over the years, 
speaking at fundraising events and mentoring youth in the Steppingstone program. 
Vaughn brings a unique client perspective to the Board that will be invaluable.  
Vaughn is the proud mother of daughter Chrystian, son Ty’Shon and is also a licensed 
foster parent.

Susan Shelton joins the Board after retiring as an administrator for the 
state of Missouri Children’s Division. Among other responsibilities, at one time 
Shelton served as ECH’s licensing oversight specialist for the state. Prior to retiring, 
Shelton served as the St. Louis County Director for the Missouri Children’s Division. 
Shelton brings a wealth of knowledge of the child welfare system on a state, regional 
and national level. With many leadership offers in the community after her retirement, 
we are honored Shelton chose to serve ECH.

Get to Know the ECH Board 

[Berwin]

[Fettig]

[Vaughn]

[Shelton]
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Every Child’s Hope provides foster 
care case management services to 
approximately 130 children and families 
in St. Louis City, St. Louis County and 
St. Charles County. We work with the 
children, biological families, foster 
families, potential adoptive families, 
and blood relatives to ensure that every 
child has a plan for a permanent place 
to live and grow up in their community. 

With this in mind, Every Child’s Hope 
expanded the foster care case manage-
ment program to other areas of Missouri. 
On Oct. 1, 2014 we began providing 
this service to children and families in 
Cole County (Jefferson City) and Franklin 
County (Washington and Union). Initially 
we will serve 45 children and families in 
Cole County and 15 in Franklin County. 
This is a new service for these two regions 
and our hope is that in the future, Missouri 
will expand this contract to include more 
children and families.

EVERY CHILD’S HOPE EXPANDS  
FOSTER CARE CASE 
MANAGEMENT SERVICES

Major Grants Support
Kansas City 
Steppingstone  

”

At ECH we rely on the generosity of the local com-
munity to help fund our programs. Our Kansas City 
Steppingstone Transitional Living Program is the 
lucky recipient of two major grants. Wal-Mart’s State 
Giving program awarded $25,000 last fall to aid the 
local community in ending youth homelessness. 

      We are so grateful for the support     
       from the Walmart Foundation through 
this generous grant,” said Kansas City 
Steppingstone Director Lynn Durbin. 
“The Steppingstone program helps 
young people achieve self-sufficiency by 
assisting them in the acquisition of 
independent living skills, which facilitate 
their reintegration into the community.” 

“At the Walmart Foundation, we under-
stand that organizations such as ECH 
Every Child’s Hope are essential to build-
ing stronger communities. They share 
our values and are committed to helping 
youth in need live better,
said Anne Hatfield, Walmart 
Public Affairs spokeswoman. 

Early this year ECH was honored to receive notifi-
cation of a $60,000 grant from the Missouri Housing 
Trust Fund. The goal of the fund is to help meet the 
housing needs of very low income families and 
individuals. The Missouri Housing Development 
Commission administers the Trust Fund, which pro-
vides funding for a variety of housing needs, such as 
homeless prevention; rehab or new construction of 
rental housing, rental assistance; and home repair. 
The grant award will provide rental assistance to the 
Steppingstone youth as they work toward achieving 
independence and becoming contributing residents 
in the local community.

[ECH employees Christine Balden, Eve Dyson, and Duane Lewis 
attend the grand opening of the Union office.]
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Planning has begun for the 15th Annual Golf Classic that 
raises funds to support the work we do every day on behalf 
of children and families in need in our community. 

Join us on Monday, September 21, 2015 for the scramble 
held at the beautiful Old Hickory Golf Club in St. Peters, MO. 
Plenty of auction items, games on the course and great food 
and drinks will be on hand. Mr. Randy Karraker from ESPN 
101.1 is once again serving as our honorary chair.  

There are many opportunities to provide support in 
addition to purchasing a foursome such as hole sponsors, 
birdie sponsors, and if you don’t play golf, you can still 
support by coming out for lunch and/or dinner. 

This has been a very successful event for us and our guests 
have always really enjoyed the day. Most importantly, all of 
the funds raised that day go directly to support the work we 
do to help hurting children, youth and their families.

For more information please go to our website at 
everychildshope.org or contact our Associate Develop-
ment Director Laura Kilcullin at lkilcullin@echmail.org.

ECH Every Child’s Hope  
Annual Golf Tournament!   

Hope for Tomorrow… 
Every Child’s Hope is You!   
Hope for Tomorrow is a social organization of young 
professionals who care about children and want to serve and 
support the mission of ECH Every Child’s Hope.  Members 
enjoy a fun and social atmosphere while improving our 
community and participating in networking opportunities.

There are many benefits for Hope for Tomorrow members.
•  Social gatherings to promote networking with other 
    young professionals.
•  Add to your resume.
•  Special events geared for fun and to raise funds for ECH.
•  Discounts for ECH special events, including Extend a 
    Caring Hand Dinner and Golf Classic.

MAKE A GIFT TO EVERY CHILD’S HOPE &  
RECEIVE INCOME THROUGH A 
CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITY 
By Sharon Fenoglio  
A charitable gift annuity is a common life income plan 
for seniors. It may be funded with cash or publicly 
traded securities of $5,000 or more. In addition to 
your initial tax deduction, you and/or your spouse or 
designee receive lifetime fixed payments – a por-
tion of which is tax-free. Your payment rate is based 
on the age or ages (if a second recipient is named) of 
the payment recipient(s) at the time the gift is made. 
When the gift annuity ends, the remaining assets are 
placed in the Reserve Fund at ECH Every Child’s Hope 
for perpetuity. 

Benefits of a charitable gift annuity: 
• Lifetime fixed payments (a portion of which is tax free)   
   for you and/or your designee 
• Charitable income tax deduction for a portion of your gift 
• Reduction of capital gains tax if funded with appreciated  
   securities 
• Estate tax benefits 
• Supports the mission of ECH Every Child’s Hope

Sharon Fenoglio, Director of Development, would be 
happy to prepare a personalized calculation for you and 
answer any questions you may have regarding gift annui-
ties or any other planned giving vehicle. Call her anytime 
at 314-427-3755 or email sfenoglio@echmail.org.

Become a Member today!
Dues are $20 per year. 

Check out Hope For Tomorrow’s Facebook page at 

Hope For Tomorrow St. Louis or visit our webpage 

at www.everychildshope.org. 

For more information, contact Laura Kilcullin at 

314-427-3755 x231 or lkilcullin@echmail.org.

[Honorary Chair Randy Karraker gets the tournament going!]
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Staff hosted a 

Frozen-themed 

Winter Ball for 

the children and 

their parents. 

Elsa and Anna 

even made an 

appearance!

Thanks to the 

Coat-A-Kid          

organization, our 

kiddos had warm 

jackets for those 

cold winter days.

The children 

made healthy 

snacks as part 

of the Eat Smart/

Move Smart 

Program, which 

promotes healthy 

eating and     

movement.

These pretzel 

spiders used 

apricots and 

raisins!

Ready Reader 

volunteer, 

Mrs. A., brought 

her dancing 

partner Mr. Tal      

and showed the    

children the 

Tango and Swing.

Mr. Tal and 

Mrs. A taught 

the kids the 

Shim Sham Dance.

Volunteers Ed & 

Jan Viehmann and 

Immanuel UCC in 

Ferguson 

supplied family 

food boxes which 

made Christmas 

a little brighter 

for ECH families 

and kids.

Room 4 used 

strawberries, 

pineapple, and 

kiwi to make a 

“snack stop-

light.”

The Early Education Center at ECH is a wonderful place FOR children 
to learn and grow. Here are a few things that have been going on!

Learning and Growing in the Early Education Center 
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Staff longevity is rare in the social work field, 
but ECH is proud of the high number of staff 
who have invested significant time at our 
organization. The dedication of our staff is 
what sets us apart as a leader in the child 
welfare community. Last January the follow-
ing staff members received service awards, 
acknowledging their milestone achievements.

Staff Awards

Early Education Center employees 
L to R Juanita Chism (20 years), Patricia 
Alexander (10 years), Tracy Jones (5 years)

From L to R: 
Debora Lake (30 
years), Deborah 

Cunigan (5 years), 
Crystal Roden-
berg (5 years), 

Sharon Fenoglio 
(20 years), Phil 

Garrett (35 Years), 
Judy Wagganer 

(15 Years), Angela 
Noud (5 years), 

Duane Lewis (30 
years)


