
A Stepping Stone 
to A B r i g h t  F u t u r e
May 18 will be a monumental day for Mary. She will graduate from high school, 
which is a huge accomplishment all by itself. But she will also have enough col-
lege credits from the community college to have an associate’s degree. Mary’s 
hard work has paid off, as she was accepted to Truman State and received the 
Horatio Alger $25,000 scholarship! The scholarship assists students “who 
have faced and overcome great obstacles in their young lives.” She is also being 
considered for a scholarship from Yale. 

Mary plans to obtain a dual-engineering degree of physics and mechanical engi-
neering, to help her pursue her interests of robotics and computer-aided design. 
She hopes to use her love of engineering and physics to be a skilled inventor 
and entrepreneur.  “The Steppingstone program has allowed me to have a place 
to sleep while teaching me life skills useful when I’m off on my own,” Mary says. 
“Steppingstone also helps pay for a lot of important essentials, 
such as school supplies or a birth certificate. Steppingstone is 
exactly what it sounds like—a stepping stone. The resources are 
available to reach your goals, whether that be to finish a four-year 
degree or afford your own home.”

Due to confidentiality, this is a stock photo courtesy of  Stephen Coburn | Dreamstime.com.
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Mary knows it’s up to her to 

stay motivated. “The world 

can be rough and even 

harsh. I know that it is up 

to me to go after my dreams 

valiantly. I also have my 

mother, my siblings, and 

my cousin who push me to 

do my best. With Stepping-

stone, I don’t have to worry 

so much about basic needs, 

which allows me to focus on 

school and stay motivated.”

INSTEP THE NEWSLETTER 

OF STEPPINGSTONE 

A PROGRAM OF ECH 

EvERY CHILD’S HOPE 
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Here’s a look at what’s happening around Steppingstone!

•  Reece Nichols Real Estate donated 
Christmas gifts for all of the 
youth. The Steppingstone 
entryway was full to the 
brim and the youth were 
so blessed by their 
thoughtfulness! 

• Blue Ridge United 
Methodist Church col-
lected Christmas gifts and 
various gift cards as incentives 
for the youth when they reach a 

personal goal. 

•  Michael is working toward becoming 
more independent, including getting his 
driver’s license. He rode the bus from 
school to his therapy appointment and 
was on time! He is working on submit-
ting all the forms to apply for his license! 

•  Gavin found a job immediately after 
coming to Steppingstone. He works the grave-

yard shift at IHOP while working toward of goal of obtaining his 
CNA license and applying to UMKC. 

SteppingStone 

SnapShot 

SteppingStone

auxiliary
The Steppingstone Auxiliary met 

last November and they went 

above and beyond to help the 

Steppingstone youth! The Auxiliary 

donated $3,635 to purchase baby 

beds, vacuum cleaners, mattresses, 

and locking file cabinets. They also 

held a baby shower for parenting 

teens. We are so thankful for their 

generosity and support!
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As you review this latest edition of In Step, pay 

close attention to the various ways ECH staff 

members develop and implement thera-

peutic strategies to meet the individual 

unique needs of the children we serve.

 

Just like we ask children and families 

to learn and grow, ECH also is chal-

lenged to learn new approaches that 

best assist clients in accomplishing 

their goals.

Take note of a story about one of our new-

est services, Family Finding. Family Finding helps 

youth in our care find a link to their post by locating family mem-

bers and other supports. After much due diligence, the program 

was able to bring together a sister and brother who had been 

disconnected. As you will read, not only were we able to recon-

nect them, but also to assist them with potentially life-changing 

experiences and information about their mother and family.

 

This type of personal impact is happening throughout ECH every 

day in our work with children and families. I am proud of the work 

our staff performs to assist the most vulnerable in our community.

So enjoy these stories and the other descriptions of the work we 

do in this publication that demonstrates our commitment to the 

mission of ECH. Please know that only due to your interest and 

support can ECH assist clients to find health and wholeness,  and 

most of all, HOPE, in their lives.

With much appreciation,

Michael Brennan
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implement therapeutic StrategieS 
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Julie was 16 when she was placed in residential treat-
ment at ECH, after spending the past six years in 
numerous foster homes, residential treatment centers, and 
hospitals.  The referral information on Julie’s family back-
ground was sparse, but the history indicated that her 
mother abandoned her. It seemed Julie would benefit 
from the Family Finding program, so Amy, our Family 
Finding Coordinator, began to research family members 
for Julie. Amy found an older brother, Will, and set up 
a phone call between him and Julie. 

During the call, Will was able to explain why they had 
gotten separated: he was in the Army and when he came 
home on leave, he realized that something was wrong 
with their mom.  She was hospitalized and they learned 
that she was suffering from an undiagnosed mental 
health condition and dementia. The rest of the family 
did not realize what was happening with their mom and 
Julie was left to handle it all on her own. Will reassured 
her that her mother had always loved her, but became 

sick.  Mom’s deteriorating condition changed her per-
sonality and caused her to do and say things that she 
would not have done in the past.  Will provided Julie 
the reassurance that she was loved and that her mom 
was not able to be her mom- which is a much different 
scenario than the one where her mom didn’t care for her 
and didn’t want her anymore.     

Will told Julie that he had never forgotten about her 
and even kept her baby pictures, past art projects and 
the books she used to write. He told how he had always 
hoped that he would get to see her again and give these 
back to her. 

Since that first phone call, Julie has been able to visit 
with her brother and even visit her mom, who is terminally 
ill and expected to pass away soon.  If it hadn’t been for 
Family Finding, Julie would have likely never seen her 
family again and may have never known the truth about 
why she was placed in foster care.

a Brother’S reaSSurance 
Through Family Finding 

>
SaVe
the
Date
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miSSouri 
yoP TaX 
CrEdiTS
aVailaBle For 2017
Great News….ECH Every Child’s Hope has just 
been awarded new yop tax credits for 2017 for 
our Conflict Resolution for Troubled Youth program! 

The new 2017 YOP tax credits will apply to donations of 
$500 or more received between January 1, 2017 and 
December 31, 2017 and are available to any individual, busi-
ness, or corporation paying taxes in the State of Missouri. 

our goal is to raise $160,000 by the end of the year, 
and we would love your assistance in helping us meet that 
goal! There are two things we would like you to consider:

• Help underwrite our 30th Annual (and perhaps last) 
“Extend A Caring Hand” Dinner & Auction: an Evening 
of pearls & polka dots.  We are looking for 30 donors to 
contribute $1,000 to completely underwrite the event.  

• pledge your gift NoW and we will hold credits for you 
until November 15, 2017, at which time your credits will be 
released for someone else’s benefit.  

As you know, the benefit to you as a YOP donor is a 50% 
Missouri State Income Tax Credit that can be used anytime 
within the next five tax years. For example, a $500 donation 
would qualify for $250 in state tax credits. Additionally, all 
YOP donations qualify for the standard federal and state 
income tax deductions.

Thank you for your continued support in our work to provide 
hope to the children, youth, and families at ECH.

To make a pledge or a gift, call or email Sharon 
fenoglio at 314-427-3755 or sfenoglio@echmail.org

After 
14 years 
of service 
in the roles of 
Public Relations Manager and 
Associate Development Director, 
Laura Kilcullin has been promoted 
to Director of Development.  In her 
new role, Laura will supervise all 
annual fundraising and communi-
cations efforts at ECH.

With Laura at the helm, Sharon 
Fenoglio will focus her efforts on 
planned giving and capital projects 
as the Chief Advancement Officer.
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florenze and Elizabeth ackmann
Ms. Martha A. Ackmann

rose albrecht
Mr. and Mrs. Christian K. Albrecht

lillian allemann
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Allemann

rev. Stanley anderson
Mrs. Eunice Anderson

William l. anthony
Ms. Kathleen Bowling

John arnone
Mrs. Audrey E. Maixner

Bryron Baker
Mr. and Mrs. David F. Buhr

Henry & ruth Barth
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Cooper
Mrs. Charlesta Zekert

Greg Bass
Mrs. Teddy Branom

andrew H. Baur
Mr. Edward T. Baur

John Henry Behle
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Behle

raymond Beiter
Mrs. Wilma Beiter

Urban c. Bergbauer
Ms. Sylvia Bergbauer

merle Berger
Walene Neill

Wilbert and marie Best
Mr. and Mrs. David P. Edmonds

Jane Bock
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Bock

dorothy Boekemeier
Mrs. Clarice Beckemeier

Susan Boemer Sullivan
Mr. and Mrs. Allen Boemer

laura may Boemler
Mr. and Mrs. Nicolaus Neumann
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Schrader
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Self

Edward c. Boll
Mr. and Mrs. David E. Boll

vera Borgman
Mr. Lester Borgman

marjorie Borgmann
Miss Ellamay J. Rall

Benard Brandon
Mrs. Jane Bodine

robert Branom
Mrs. Sue M. Feeler
Carol Frank
Mr. Jim Ponder

mary Brennan
Dr. and Mrs. Robert A. Baur
Mr. Daniel Brennan
Kevin and Sue Clavin
Ms. Tina Cox
Tom and Debbie Cramer
Art and Joan Dailey
Mr. Patrick J. Dee
Tom and Loretta Drapp
Engel Family
Ms. Suzanne M. Fitzgerald
Jim and Brett Goestenkors
Duane and Bev Lewis
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis B. Mertz
Bill and Sue Parker
Steve and Shelia Stawizynski
Ms. Sylvia Steffen
Ms. Elizabeth Wernig and Ms. Catherine Naber

Gene Brockmann
Mr. and Mrs. Dale Ransdell

marise Buchanan
Mr. Jerry Buchanan

allen Buschmeyer
Mr. Daniel L. Buschmeyer

Howard E. conley
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth E. Conley

Betty conrad
Mr. Alfred Conrad

John daub
Mrs. Marcella Daub

Ben dautenhahn
Mrs. Beverly Dautenhahn

clarence and viola davenport
Ms. Jan L. Davenport

Jeffrey S. decker
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Decker

carl, anna, William and phillip dettleff
Mrs. vera G. Goessling

lorraine deuser
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Bader
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Graves
Carolyn Lipski
Ms. Elaine Mills
Michael and Rebecca Rathmann

Mr. Michael Sullivan
James Wolfe and William (Ed) Rowe

Troy dickerson
Mrs. Joan Dickerson

lane dierberg
Mr. and Mrs. Calvin Dierberg

dorothy Eccher
Dr. Steven Eccher

Betty Eldridge
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Schrader
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Self

Betty and Earnest Eldridge
Mr. and Mrs. Nicolaus Neumann

rev. del Engelsdorfer
Mrs. Margaret Engelsdorfer

dan fain
Mr. and Mrs. E. Domenic Fenoglio

family
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Graham
Mrs. Jean Greco

John feeler
Mrs. Sue M. Feeler

BettiJane f. fenoglio
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Brennan
Dr. and Mrs. Bernard B. Davis
Mr. and Mrs. Elliot Davis
Miss Susan Deuser
Maria and Gerry Everding
Mrs. Sue M. Feeler
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis B. Mertz
Ms. Carol S. Pohl
Mr. and Mrs. Neil Quirk
Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Seidel
Mr. and Mrs. James W. Smith
Ms. Shari L. Smith Fain
Mrs. Kermine Thies
Ms. Carole Weusthoff

Stephen fettig
Ms. Mary Akers
Dave and Pat Bangert
Bill and Jerry Becker
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Brennan
Ron and Kathy Chostner
Miss Susan Deuser
George and Ann Fettig
Roland and Arlene Fisher
Don and Claudette Flesch
Terry and Karen Fox
Ms. Darlene Hollister and 
   Ms. Stephanie Haisler
Mrs. Allene May Jackson
Mrs. Laura Kilcullin
Ms. Jennine A. Klasing
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Klasing
Frank and Carolyn Lipski
Ray and Tonya Meyers

Mr. and Mrs. James Morice
Tom and Marilyn Neis
Ted and Dianne Pavlovich
Ms. Carol S. Pohl
Mrs. Marilyn Prater
Roger and Susan Ressler
Ms. Carolyn J. Rock
Ms. Phyllis Russell
Mr. and Mrs. James W. Smith
Mr. John Thies, Jr.
Kent and Deborah Thies
Mrs. Kolene Thies
Richard and Janet viehmann
Mrs. Jean vortmeier
Mr. and Mrs. Ken vortmeier
Herb and Janie Walker

marvin fischer
R. G. Boles and C. L. Boles

Hazel frazier
Ms. Marilyn Meyer

otto a. and lillian l. friemel
Mrs. Joan Nienhaus

alma funke
Mr. R. B. Knight
Darlene Gaertner
Mr. Donell Gaertner

ronald r. Geisler
Mrs. Merry Geisler

virgil Gildehaus
Mr. and Mrs. David F. Buhr

richard, david and lisa Goessling
Mrs. vera G. Goessling

michael K. Grab
Ms. Arlene Grab

Kay f. Graham
Mr. Bob Graham

Great Grandmother
Mrs. Mary Manning

rev. and mrs. W. robert Grunewald
Mr. Peter A. Horton

Bob Hackmann
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas R. Stout

Natalie Hagan
Mrs. vera G. Goessling

Harold and Jean Haller
Mr. and Mrs. Earl Haller

victor and margaret Hauck
Mrs. Shirley Brethauer

Eugene Helvig
Mrs. Susan Helvig

memorialS & tributeS : 5/1/16-1/31/17
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Harry and Helen Hoefle
Ms. Eleanor Hoefle 

Jean Holmes
Mr. Richard Holmes

margie lee Holzapfel
Mr. Harry Holzapfel

Norma J. Humphreys
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Harrenstein

donald Ingram
Ms. Mary Ellen Kranz
Ms. Carole Surber

lor Jackson
Mr. William Anderson
Mrs. Jean vortmeier

rev. Ernest l. Jordan
Christ Evangelical Church, Cape 
Girardeau, MO

Ed r. Juengel
Mr. and Mrs. John R. Heath

Jane Kifer
Ms. Ida Cookson

Judy Kemp
Mr. Les Kemp

mayme Kemper
Mrs. Marie Martin

Jean Klasing
Clarice Beckemeier
Herb and Sally Duncan
Don and Claudette Flesch
Allene Jackson
Ms. Ann C. Klasing
Ms. Phyllis Russell
Mrs. Kolene Thies
Charlene Trachte
Mrs. Corinne Tubbesing
Russell and virginia viehmann

rev. James Konrad
Mrs. Ruth Konrad 

Elaine Krey
Mr. Charles A. Hoker

ferd Kuhns, Jr.
Mrs. Phyllis Kuhns

Earl Kundert
Mr. and Mrs. Cecil L. McLard

mary linstroth
Ms. Mary L. Zeltmann

milton E. litzsinger
Mrs. Sandy Litzsinger

Norman love
Mr. Malcolm Sweet

loved ones
Mr. and Mrs. William Becker
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Graham
Miss Ann C. Klasing
Mrs. Juanita Muck
Bonnie and Gail Schweisguth

leonard lueken
Mrs. Doris Lueken

Terry lundell
Mrs. Peggy Talley

albert a. maixner
Miss Jayne Arnone
Arnone Family

dorothy manion
Mr. and Mrs. Dwight Guerrant

Glenda marsh
Ms. Paulette Winkelmann

rev. Glenn and ms. aileen martensen
Mr. and Mrs. Dean Martensen

Helen maurer
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel L. Devan
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn C. Devan
Mr. James E. Devan

mariella melvin
Charlene Hill, Telecom Pioneers

richard l. meyer
Mrs. Dianne R. Meyer

arlene mohler
Mr. Nill G. Mohler

loy, radall and Thomas moon
Mrs. Ruby L. Moon

Eugene E. and ruth B. moore
Mr. and Mrs. Peter E. Moore

Bill moorkamp
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond H. Lamb

Julius mori
Mrs. Nancy D’Arcy

John l. morris
Mr. Paul J. Morris

art muensterman
Mrs. Pam Muensterman

florence mygatt
Mr. and Mrs. James H. Lewis

lorry m. Nipper
Mr. Michael Nipper

rev. louis Nollau
Rev. Dr. Nancy Nollau Mack

Norman Nollau
Mrs. Carol Adams

John o’Keefe
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Martin
Mrs. Mary Jo Martin
Joseph Palank
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas F. Simon

Joseph H. palmer
Mr. Brian Palmer

Joseph and Arlene Palmer
Ms. Eliane K. Tiefenauer

parents
Ms. vida B. Mehrhoff
Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Riney

audrey paugh
Mr. George W. Paugh

Jewell parr
Mr. Thomas Parr

mary Ellen peck
Schroeder & Associates, PC

Bertha Petersen
Ms. Kathleen L. Hardesty

mike porzelt
Ms. Nancy Barrett, Beautiful Rooms, LLC
Mr. and Mrs. Mark R. Cyliax
Miss Debbie K. Fortman
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Horner
Mr. Steven L. Porzelt
Redman Acres Athletic Club, Inc.

Bob porzelt
Mr. Steven L. Porzelt

dorothy pugh
Cathie, Helen and Lorraine
Miss Ellamay J. Rall

Elizabeth pund
Ms. Carla Pund

dale ramsey
Mrs. Tersa Ramsey
George E. Riemann
Mrs. Ruth Riemann

Nancy rottmann
Mr. Walter Rottmann

Kenneth rowley, Sr.
Mrs. Dorothy Rowley

William o. ruwwe
Mrs. Helen L. Ruwwe

Betty K. Sandstedt
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph R. Beckerle
Mr. Robert Sandstedt
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Travis

Ellie Sandstedt
Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. Mayer

William and Elizabeth Sanker
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Sanker

aurora c. Sass
Rev. and Mrs. William J. Sass

frederick Schemmer
Mr. Barry Bollenbach
Bill and Jonell Crawford
Rev. and Mrs. Gordon Epps
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Hill
Ladean and Floyd Kendrick
KS Commercial Real Estate Services, Inc.
Steve and Sheila Mackey
Stan & Almeda Mackey
Frank and valerie McCrary
Ms. Hazel McCrary
Atina and Chris Pegram
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Teders

Jan Schewe
Mr. Stanley Schewe

ralph W. Schmitt
Ms. Theresa Karcher
Carl C. Schneider
Mrs. Joanne Schneider

randy Schoene
Mrs. Marjorie Schoene

anna Schumaker
Ms. Christina L. Hansen

arthur Seewoester
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Seewoester

virginia Serb
Mr. and Mrs. Rodney Biehl
Ms. Lenna G. Elder
Mrs. Diane Ellsworth
Mr. and Mrs. H. Richard Hantak
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Hemmen
Mrs. Margaret Holmes
Mr. Gary H. Lange
Ms. Angela R. Noble
Ms. Linda Sue Pauly
Mr. James C. Pisoni
Nancy Ranson
Mr. and Mrs. Shannon Ranson
Dan Sendlein Family
Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Wagner
Mr. and Mrs. Donald J. Weber

rev. richard Simonson
Mrs. Florence M. Simonson

memorialS & tributeS : 5/1/16-1/31/17
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{IN mEmory of}

Esther Steinkamp Witbrodt
Mrs. Donna Alexander

don f. Stengel
Mrs. Arabel Stengel

aubrey and alice Stiles
Mrs. Sally Watts 

lois Storch
Mr. and Mrs. Calvin Dierberg

roy and virginia Stout
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas R. Stout 

mr. and mrs. Eugene Stratmann
The Wilson School, St. Louis, MO

marlene Strodtman
Dr. Calvin Engelmann
Ms. Judith Ann Gregg
Mrs. Bryon Kronshage
Ms. Sheryl Kronshage
Mark and Susan Schneider
Ms. Shirley Wilmoth

Steven a. Tarrant
Mr. and Mrs. Ray Aumann, Jr.

Elsie Taylor
Ms. Stephanie L. Clark

Gloria J. Taylor
Michael and Nancy Kelly

russell v. Theiss
Ms. Tommy Theiss

Kay Thiele
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Thiele

Eunice Thiemann
Mr. Michael Berryman

vernon “Jake” Thies
Mrs. Kolene Thies

Frank J. Thomas
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Frank

martha l. Thompson
Mr. Lee Thompson

prof. and mrs. B.f. Timmons
Mrs. Winifred Baker

Elfrieda vache
Don and Claudette Flesch
Erna J. vielhauer
Mrs. Nancy D’Arcy
Kappa Phi Sorority, St. Louis, MO
Ms. Shirley Stoecker

clifton v. Watts
Mrs. Sally Watts

Herbert H. Wernecke
Mrs. Eunice Anderson

Edward Wilhelms
Mr. and Mrs. James W. Smith

Ben f. Willis
Mrs. velma M. Willis

mateo Wilson
Dr. James Boedeker

paul and louise Wobus
Mrs. Kathy Saylor

ruth Zeltmann
Ms. Mary L. Zeltmann

John l. Ziegenhein
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Alspach

Bryce Zinn
Ms. Kathy O’Briant

George Zorn, Sr.
Mr. George Zorn, Jr. 

{IN HoNor of}

rev. Karen aitkens
Mr. and Mrs. Don Eversmeyer

Elmer allemann
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Allemann

mr. and mrs. James Baugus’ 50th 
Wedding anniversary and 30 plus 
years of friendship
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Morgan

Susan Bechtle
Ms. Mary Jo Halsema

Bob and laura Bruce
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Holland

christmas
Miss Ying Jiang
Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Puettmann

lillie dametz
Rev. and Mrs. Gordon Epps

Sarah E. deweese
Ms. Janice Mueller

ollie dressel
Ms. Joy Dressel and Mr. Bill Brinkhorst

EcH Staff
Mrs. Betty J. Tope
Mr. and Mrs. John Wolff

Elliott, axel and Gus
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Tebbenkamp

mr. dave Ellis and mrs. Gerry Ellis
Miss Carole Thompson

claudia fenoglio
Mr. and Mrs. E. Domenic Fenoglio

Sue fenoglio
Mr. and Mrs. E. Domenic Fenoglio
Lisa Fister
Fister, Inc., St. Louis, MO
mr. and mrs. matt fleck
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas A. Gladden

Gladys Gladden’s Birthday
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Gladden

ralph and Gladys Gladden
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Gladden

mr. and mrs. William Gladden
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas A. Gladden

Grandchildren
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Ashwell

carole Hasten
Ms. Pam Makis

Helen’s Birthday
St. Matthews Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, Riverside, MO

mary Heminghaus
Mr. and Mrs. E. Domenic Fenoglio

rev. Thomas S. Higgins
Mrs. Sue Schuster
Mr. and Mrs. E. David viehmann

rev. Thomas S. Higgins’ faithful 
Service as pastor of St. John’s 
Ucc, High Hill, mo from 1966 to 
1981 and pastor Emeritus
Mrs. Clarice Beckemeier
Donald and Rosalie Blaue
Mr. Norman Bohne, R.PH.
Kermit and Mildred Ellis
Kenneth and Anita Finke
Edward and Judy Graves
Ms. Carla Pund
Robert and Sue Schlanker
Gary and Diana Schlueter
Mrs. Susan Schroer
Marvin and Rosalee Schubert
Ms. Martha K. Shelton
Ms. Karen Shy
St. John’s UCC, High Hill, MO
Richard and Barbara Topp
Keith and Lynn Wogtech

clarence and Jane Holland
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Bruce

Jerry and Nancy Huck’s 50th 
Wedding anniversary
Mr. and Mrs. Edward J. Wodraska

pastor roger Kiepe 
St. Paul UCC Womens Fellowship, 
Hermann, MO

laura Kilcullin
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Pape

loved ones 
Mr. and Mrs. William Becker

robert and rita masters’ 50th 
Wedding anniversary
Mrs. Marilyn Downing
Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Grayhek
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Haegele
Jen and Gerry Haegele
Miss Jennifer Haegele
Tony and Karen Martin
Chris and Mary Masters
Ms. Cynthia Parazak
Mr. Robert L. Pollman
Ms. Rosie Schler
Mrs. Julia Suter
Ms. Laura Thomann
Kermit and Linda Wieselquist

rev. polly mcWilliams
Mrs. Cheryl Howard

dennis B. mertz
Ms. Debra L. Ebel

Suzanne and Hank parisotto
Mr. and Mrs. Fred van Etten

Tim pryer’s Birthday
Mr. and Mrs. John S. Pryer

carl and Joanne Schneider
Mr. and Mrs. Brad Beck

Kylee Shelley
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Behle

rev. Shane Spangler and Bethany 
Ucc friends
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Spencer

St. Johns Evangelical Ucc, meh-
lville
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Hornung

mr. and mrs. Edward viehmann’s 
60th Wedding anniversary
Richard and Linda Jensen
Dr. Ashley viehmann
Mrs. Kermine Thies

ruth and Jerry Watson
Michael and Kate Watson

charlesta Zekert
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Cooper

memorialS & tributeS : 5/1/16-1/31/17
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caSH 
American Direct Marketing 

   Resources

Barantas Group, LLC

Bartoskewitz Farm Foundation

Belden Technologies, Inc.

Benevity Community Impact Fund

Bloomsdale Bank

Brown Smith Wallace, LLP

Cardinals Care

Component Bar Products

Cooper-Smith Advertising

Dollar General Literacy Foundation

Employees Community Fund 

   of Boeing St. Louis

Ernst & Young LLP

FedEx

Fischer-Bauer-Knirps Foundation

Fister, Inc.

Fleet Reserve Association

Fredman Brothers Furniture 

   Co., Inc.

Fredricksburg Cemetary 

   Association

Gluttons Club

Hauck Charitable Foundation

Hautly Cheese Company, Inc.

Herman T. & Phenie R. Pott 

   Foundation

Hinnah Farms

Independent Brokers Agency, LLC

J.U.G.S., Inc.

Joe Milner Carpets, Inc.

John S. Swift Company, Inc.

Kai Design & Build

Ladies Aid, ECH

Len’s Auto Repair, Inc.

Liberty Mutual

Lockridge Cleaning Co.

Maggie O’Brien’s Restaurant & 

   Irish Pub

Mailings Unlimited

Marsh & McLennan 

   Companies, Inc.

McCarthy, Leonard & Kaemmerer, 

   L.C. Attorneys At Law

MO. State Employee Charitable 

   Campaign

Molitor & Biller CPA’S

Mutual of America

Our Little Haven

Paylink Payment Plans, LLC

ricAnello creative consortium, lc

Schroeder & Associates, PC

Security Traders Association of 

   St. Louis

Soroptimist International of 

   Greater St. Louis

St. Clair Service Company

St. Louis Community Foundation

St. Matthew Cemetery

Sterling Bank

Stifel, Nicolaus & Company Inc.

Sutter Plumbing Company, Inc.

The PrivateBank

Truman Heartland Community 

   Foundation

United Car Care Inc.

United Surgical Partners

United Way of Central & 

   Northeastern Connecticut

vehicle Assurance

Winkelmann Sons Drug Company

Zamzow Manufacturing Co., Inc.

IN KINd 
801 Restaurant Group

All Saints

America’s Incredible Pizza 

   Company

American Legion Auxiliary Unit 400

Apple, West County Center

Arcobasso Jewelers

Are We There Yet?, LLC

Bentley Studio, Ltd.

Billy G’s Kirkwood

Bloomsdale Bank

Brio Tuscan Grille

C J Muggs Restaurant

Cannoli’s

Charlie Gitto’s On the Hill

D R Sullivan & Company, CPA PC

Daniel Boone Shriners Club

Drury Hotels, LLC

Eckert Companies

Extra virgin - an Olive Ovation

FedEx Home Delivery

Five Star Burgers

Fleet Reserve Association

Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse 

   & Wine Bar

Fortel’s Pizza Den

Gateway Motorsports Park

Girl Scout Troop 4150

Glazers Distributors

GMA Architects

Gus’ Pretzels

J.U.G.S., Inc.

John Bender Inc.

Kennelwood Pet Resorts

Kreis’ Restaurant

Ladies Aid, ECH

Lockridge Cleaning Co.

Maggie O’Brien’s Restaurant & 

   Irish Pub

Magic House

Majestic Dance Studio

Massa’s

Massage Envy - Creve Coeur

Missouri Botanical Garden

Paul Manno’s St. Louis

River City Rascals

Salon de Christe

Schlafly Beer

Schroeder & Associates, PC

Shane Co.

Silver Dollar City

Sky Zone Trampoline Park

South County Senior Law & 

   Estate Planning Center

St. Catherine Retirement 

   Community

St. Louis Billikens

St. Louis Blues Hockey Club/

   Scottrade Center

St. Louis Cardinals

St. Louis County Police Dept. 

   1st Pct

STAGES St. Louis

The Boxing Gym

The Cheesecake Factory 

   Bakery Inc.

The Melting Pot Restaurant

The Pageant in the Loop

Tilford Restaurant Group

United Surgical Partners

Upper Limits Rock Gym

Urban Chestnut Brewing Company

valvoline Instant Oil Change

vi-JON

vie

vom Fass St. Louis

Wallis Companies

Weber Grill Restaurants

Western Digital Foundation

Winkelmann Sons Drug Company

Women’s Exchange

Zamzow Manufacturing Co., Inc.

corporation & FoundAtion giving
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If your workplace is 
interested in donating 
Christmas gifts to the 
needy children and 
families at ECH, please 

call the Development 
Office at 314-427-3755 

and we will touch base with 
you in November with more 

information. As Leigha explains, 
“The stories of the kids who receive the 

gifts pull people in. It’s an opportunity to show my daugh-
ter how important it is to be grateful and to give back!”

unity through 

g i V i n g
Several years ago Leigha Gaston was looking 
for an “adopt-a-family” type of program for 
Christmas donations. She figured young kids 
were the neediest, so she Googled “orphanages 
in St. Louis.” And that’s the beginning of a won-
derful partnership between Leigha’s company and 
the Foster Care Case Management program at 
ECH. For the past five years, Leigha has connected 
with the program director right after Halloween 
and receives a Wish List for each child in foster 
care. She posts the list in the main area in the co-
working building where she works. She also goes 
around to each office and explains about ECH 
and shares a few stories of the kids who will be 
receiving the presents. Every year the donations 
grow, along with the enthusiasm of the donors. 
“People want to give, but they don’t always have 
an outlet,” Leigha explains. She reminds people 
how much they have and encourages them to 
give back. “These kids have nothing, and that’s 
not fair,” she says. “We owe it to each other to 
help one another out. And you get better as your 
community gets better.”

It’s become a big event for her family, including 
her husband and 9-year-old daughter, who come 
with her to the wrap party her office hosts before 
they drop off all of the presents at ECH. It’s also 
become a unifying event for her office. Because 
they are all individuals who are just renting office 
space (most of them start-ups), there isn’t a lot of 
reason to interact. But collecting the gifts unites 
the building under a positive experience, Leigha 
explains. Workers congregate around the wall 
where the Wish List is posted and eagerly watch 
as the pile of presents grows each week. 

Leigha tells one story of a guy in her office who 
goes above and beyond to provide gifts to make 
sure the foster care kids have a Merry Christmas. 
Instead of exchanging gifts with his wife, they buy 
gifts for ECH instead. Last year he was shopping 
for a family of boys, and the oldest one wanted a 
watch. This generous man donated his personal 
watch, which he had custom-made for a sailing 
trip he took. Besides being an expensive item, 
it also had sentimental value. But he decided to 
bless someone else with it instead. He even 
included a note with the watch, which said “I 
hope this watch guides you just as it did me.”
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a PoCkET Full oF prayerS

SalES TaX iniTiaTivE To raiSE $15 million 
For JackSon county youth
November 8, voters in Kansas City passed the Children’s 
Services Fund initiative in Jackson County with approxi-
mately 167,000 (59%) votes! This 1/8 cent sales tax will 
fund agencies such as Steppingstone, to offer a variety of 
services to children and youth in need. The Children’s Service 
Fund Coalition estimates that for every $1 invested in 
prevention, Jackson County will save $11 that would have 
been spent on substance abuse treatment, lost wages, and 
criminal justice costs. The Coalition estimates that $15 
million will be available to help kids and families.

Steppingstone Director Lynn Durbin was heavily invested 
in helping this initiative pass. He was on the executive com-
mittee of the Children’s Services Fund Coalition, serving as 
treasurer. He also was part of the community education 
efforts related to the fund, including petition signature gath-
ering to place the initiative on the ballot, fund raising for 
the coalition, polling, advocacy, media appearances, yard 
sign placements and working at polling sites on election day. 

According to Lynn, the needs of at-risk children and youth 
in the Kansas City metropolitan area are clear and compelling. 
There are significant gaps in services for older youth struggling 
with homelessness, substance abuse, early pregnancy 
and mental health issues. Steppingstone seeks to build upon our already existing transitional living program which 
supports at-risk youth move towards successful independent living and self-sufficiency.  Steppingstone is prepared to 
lead the way in narrowing the service gap for at-risk families, older youth and children in Jackson County in collaboration 
with the Children’s Service’s Fund. 

The Blue Ridge United Methodist Church donated “pocket prayers” for the Steppingstone 
youth. A group of ladies meet together once a week to sew these little reminders. As 
they knit, they pray for the person who will receive it. Even though they do not know 
who it will go to, these wonderful ladies want it to be a reminder that each recipi-
ent was thought of and prayed for. The ladies describe their mission this way:

“It’s not very big but it’s loaded with prayers for whoever receives it. 
Because it’s small, it can be used for many things and put many places. 
It can go in a car as a reminder that God is always with you as your 
travel from one destination to another. It can go in a dresser drawer 
where you see it every day when you’re getting dressed as a reminder 
that you are loved. Put it on a table and use it as a coaster, remembering 
someone thought of you as they made those stitches. And on days when 
you feel like you need a little extra love, put it in your pocket and have it near  
you all day. With just a touch of the hand, you’ll feel it and be reminded of those 
ladies who prayed for you while knitting and continue to pray for you today.”
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Steppingstone is looking for the 

following items for donation. 

Please call the office at (816) 

356-0187 for more information.

• Gift cards to Walmart, Aldi’s, Dollar Tree or 
   Dollar General (used for incentives for youth 
   or for youth who are setting up their apartment) 
   in any amount from $5 to $25

• Hygiene products for all skin types and hair 
   types (shampoo, conditioner, lotion, soap, 
   hair styling products)

• $10 gift cards to Great Clips

• Energy smart light bulbs 60 or 75 wattage

• Bathroom essentials (trash can, shower 
   curtain, bath mat)

• Plastic storage bins in large and small sizes

• Laundry detergent, fabric softener, dish wash 
   soap, dishwasher detergent tabs or liquid

WiSh liSt
STEPPingSTonE 

STEppINGSToNE: 
a proGram of EcH EvEry cHIld’S HopE
5100 NOLAND ROAD
KANSAS CITY, MO  64133 

Address Service Requested


